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SOC 2111 – Instructor: K. Willison


Lakehead University (Orillia Campus)
Department of Sociology

Sociology 2111FAO – Perspectives in Social Thought

Fall Term 2007

Prof. Kevin D. Willison

Day/Time: Monday and Wednesday: 10-11:30 am

Class Room Location: LU0008               Office Hours: TBA                






Course Description This course introduces students to social theory. It discusses the rational/utilitarian, conflict, Weberian, Marxian, Durkheimian and symbolic interactionist perspectives, as well as the Political Economy, Life-course, Critical Gerontology perspectives, in terms of a social and political (social-constructionist) context. Moreover this course considers the potential (practical) applications of theory. 

Course Aims In addition to introducing students to the principle theoretical constructs in sociology, this course aims to: [1] enable students to recognize the theoretical assumptions that underlay arguments and debates they encounter in their everyday lives; [2] encourage students to think critically about the way in which social structures and social forces determine the way the world is perceived and represented; [3] introduce students to sociology as an academic and practical discipline; and [4] help students develop intellectual skills such as logical thinking and critical reasoning.

Course Organization
This course is organized around lectures, classroom discussion of the readings and other materials, and other classroom activities, such as group work. Students should feel free to ask questions at any time and to respect the right of their classmates to do so. 
Two Books:
[1] Required: Four Sociological Traditions. Author: Randall Collins. Publisher: Oxford University Press, New York and Oxford. 2007 Version. 
[2] Optional/ Recommended: The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Sociology Author: Gordon Marshall  Publisher: Oxford University Press, New York and Oxford.

* These books are available at: Manitcore Books, 103 Mississauga Street East, Orillia. To check availability tel. (705) 326-7776.  Open 9:30-5:30 p.m.

Note 1: There will also be (testable) material handed out in class. Regular attendance will help to ensure you obtain these. If you know you will be away a certain week, be sure to ask a buddy / friend to pick up a copy for you (as the Instructor will likely not bring these materials to every class). 

Note 2: Although it may seem there is not a lot of reading for this class, you will have to read the required text several times to really understand it. The exams presume that you have read and understand the text. It is the students’ responsibility to read the book carefully and raise questions in class regarding the readings. 
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Course Requirements/Evaluation

	Evaluation Summary

Mid-Term Exam:   35 %         - Due: October 17 (2007)

Academic Paper:   20 %         -  Due: November 7 (2007) 

Final Exam:           45 %          - Exam Period. Date set by the Registrar

                              100 %


Requirements and Marks  
Marks will be based on two exams and one 6-8 page essay. The mid-term will be worth 35 percent of the final mark. The final exam is worth 45 percent of the final mark, while the required paper is worth 20 percent. Each exam will include multiple-choice, true-and-false, short-answer, and at least one essay question. The final exam will be cumulative, although weighted to emphasize material from the second half of the course.  

Please remember that, on the date of each of the exams no materials may be brought into the class room to help you complete the test or exam other than a pen, pencil and eraser. No additional aids of any kind are permitted.

Assignment Details
Your required paper must be at least six to eight pages in length, 12 font, and double-spaced. Not included as part of the required six pages is: your cover page and cited references. The paper must be handed in during the start of the class on the due date. Late submissions will be penalized at the rate of 5 marks a day.   

Reminder: electronic files or e-mail attachments are not permitted. 

* Assignment: Select a topic of interest to you and, using the course material, argue/discuss the relevance of a given (one) theory to your topic. Support your work with the available literature (books/ journals). 

* The purpose of this assignment is to determine your understanding of a given theory by bridging your chosen theory with a real-world (practical) application.  
     
Submissions for grades must represent independent work.  Highly similar (or 
identical) assignments will be graded at zero.  An assignment may not be 
submitted for credit in more than one course without the written permission of all 
instructors involved.  











- 
Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying 
from failure in an assignment to expulsion from the university.  Students are 
encouraged to review Section IX of the University Regulations regarding 
academic dishonesty.  All offenders will be reported to the other instructors at 
Orillia as well as to the Department Chair and Dean in Thunder Bay. 
       
All borrowed sources (for words as well as ideas) must be acknowledged using 


the MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation formats.   See the MLA 


Handbook 6th ed. 
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Instructor’s E-mail Policy
All correspondence related to the course should be sent through the specific/related course’s WebCT. I will do my best to respond to your e-mail within 48 hours of receipt. You will likely not get a response e-mailing me the night before a test or exam. Also, I prefer to discuss your grades/marks in person during office hours rather than over an e-mail. Please plan ahead.  




Make-up Tests and/or Exams
Students who miss an exam or test due to medical illness must provide a written medical note by your (a) doctor. 
Note for students with disabilities Lakehead University offers appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please discuss this with the instructor the first 2-3 weeks of class.
Participation

Your participation mark is based on your contribution to class and group discussions. 

Tentative Lecture and Reading Schedule

FALL 2007 SYLABUS
Note - The Instructor has the right to change the order and/or modify the course outline when deemed necessary. 

Where A =Monday and B = Wednesday
September 10 [A] Welcome and introductions. Review of course outline.
September 12 [B] Sociological Theoretical Orientations  Reading Collins pp.3-46.
September 17 [A] The Life Course Perspective [Class Handout] 
September 19 [B] The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition: Utilitarianism as a Philosophy. Reading: Collins, pp.121-133.
September 24 [A] The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition: Rationality, Economics, and Society. Reading: Collins, pp. 133-180.
September 26 [B] The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition: Rationality, Economics and Society, ibid.
October 1 [A] The Conflict Tradition: Class and Gender Conflict, Ideology, the State. Reading Collins, pp.47-81.
October 3 [B] The Conflict Tradition: reading as above. 

October 8   [A] Thanks Giving Monday [No Class] 

October 10 [B] The Conflict Tradition: Max Weber on Power. Reading: Collins, pp. 81-92. 
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October 15 [A] The Conflict Tradition: Reinterpreting the Classic Statements. Reading: Collins, pp. 92-120.
October 17 [B] Midterm Exam (in Class)

 


October 22 [A] Durkheim: Sociology, Social Order and the Social Basis of Cognition. Reading: Collins, pp.181-194
October 24 [B] Durkheim and Functionalism as a Paradigm. Reading: Collins: pp. 195-210.
October 29 [A] Moral and Political Economy Perspective – I  [class handout] 
October 31 [B] Moral and Political Economy Perspective – II [class handout] 
November 5 - [A] Symbolic Interactionism, American Pragmatism, and Semiotics. Reading: Collins, pp. 242-253
November 7 - [B] Paper Due. Plus - Cooley, Mead, Blumer and Symbolic Interactionism. Reading: Collins, pp. 253-266
November 12 [A] Critical Gerontology Perspective - I [Class handout] 

November 14 [B] Critical Gerontology Perspective - II [Class handout] 

November 19 [A] The “Habitus” – Pierre Bourdieu [Class handout] 
November 21 [B] “Life Chances” – Max Weber [Class Handout] 
November 26 [A] Social Inequality / Social Justice. A consideration of Karl Marx 
November 28 [B] Social Inequality / Social Justice (continued).
December 3 [A] Review
December 5 [B] Review 







* Christmas Exam scheduled by Registrar.  The exams will cover required class readings, hand-outs, etc. 
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